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By  MILDRED  B.  HALL 

God  gave  me  twelve  full  months  of 

time, 
Another  year  to  use  as  mine; 
But  I  was  blind  and  could  not  see 
The  value  of  this  legacy. 
Through    spring's    awak'ning    I    lay 

mute, 
And  summer  time  bore  me  no  fruit. 
The  pageant  passed  that  was  the  fall, 
And  suddenly  I  saw  it  all, 
My  year  had  died,  God  called  it  home; 
I  hold  its  ashes  tenderly  alone. 
If  God  will  grant  this  gift  once  more. 
Another  year  to  me  restore, 
I  pledge  my  heart  and  hand  to  be 
Of  service  to  humanity. 
Not  by  deed  of  great  display, 
Just  in  a  quiet  humble  way; 
I'll  give  a  smile,  or  wipe  a  tear, 
To  heal  a  hurt  or  calm  a  fear. 
I  shall  not  ask  of  life  for  fame. 
If    God    will    grant    Another    Year, 

again. 

A  S  the  first  half  of  this  20th  century  fades  away  into  oblivion,  we  look  with 

searching  eyes  into  the  remaining  fifty  with  a  prayer  in  our  hearts  for 
peace  and  happiness  for  all  mankind.  Our  hopes  are  high  for  the  coming 
New  Year,  and  this  "Prayer  of  a  good  game  guy"  sets  a  resolution  for  all  in  this 
new  year  of  ours,  "1951". 

"Dear  God:  Help  me  to  be  a  sport  in  this  game  of  life.  I  don't  ask  for  any 
easy  place  in  the  line-up;  play  me  anywhere  You  need  me.  I  only  ask  for  the 
stuff  to  give  You  100  per  cent  of  what  I've  got.  If  all  the  hard  drives  seem  to 
come  my  way,  I  thank  you  for  the  compliment.  Help  me  to  remember  that 
You  won't  ever  let  anything  happen  to  me  that  You  and  I  together  can't  handle. 
And  help  me  to  take  the  bad  breaks  as  part  of  the  game.  Help  me  to  understand 
that  the  game  is  full  of  knots  and  knocks  and  trouble.  And  make  me  thankful 
for  them.    Help  me  to  get  so  that  the  harder  they  come  the  better  I  like  it. 

And,  O  God,  help  me  to  always  play  on  the  square.  No  matter  what  the 
other  players  do,  help  me  to  come  clean.  Help  me  to  study  the  book  so  I'll  know 
the  rules,  and  to  study  and  think  a  lot  about  the  Greatest  Player  that  ever  lived, 
and  other  great  players.  If  they  found  out  that  the  best  part  of  the  game  was 
in  helping  other  guys  who  were  out  of  luck,  help  me  to  find  out  too.  Help  me 
to  be  a  regular  fellow  with  the  other  players. 

Finally,  O.  God,  if  fate  seems  to  upper-cut  me  with  both  hands,  and  I'm  laid 
on  the  shelf  with  sickness  or  old  age  or  something,  help  me  to  take  that  as  part 
of  the  game  too.  Help  me  not  to  whimper  or  squeal  that  the  game  was  a  frame- 
up  or  that  I  had  a  raw  deal. 

"When,  in  falling  dusk,  I  get  the  final  bell,  I  ask  for  no  lying  complimentary 
stones.    I'd  just  like  to  know  that  You  feel  that  I've  been  a  Good  Game  Guy  .  ." 

—Millennial  Star. 
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AROUND    THE    WORLD 


GREAT  THINGS  have  been 
accomplished  in  the  Chinese 
Mission  since  its  beginning  over 
18  months  ago.  Thirty-five 
Chinese  people  attend  the 
Sunday  School  which  is  con- 
ducted each  week  in  the  dining 
room  of  the  Mission  Home  in 
Hong  Kong,  although  none  of 
them  are  members  of  the 
Church. 

Property  for  the  site  of  a 
mission  home  and  chapel  has 
been  purchased,  and  construc- 
tion is  expected  to  begin  next 
year. 

Missionary  work  in  China  is 
directed  toward  the  small 
middle  class  people,  most  of 
whom  are  pagans  with  no 
knowledge  of  Christianity. 
Tracting  from  door  to  door  is  not 
a  part  of  missionary  life  in  this 
land.  The  average  day  com- 
mences with  a  morning  study 
class,  followed  by  four  hours  of 
class  study  on  the  difficult 
Cantonese  dialect  of  the  Chinese 
language.  Bible  classes  held  by 
the  missionaries  in  private 
schools  in  the  city,  have  proved 
beneficial  in  meeting  parents. 
Many  of  the  children  who  attend 
the  Mission  Siuiday  School  are 
from  these  schools. 

Although  there  are  no  Chinese 
members  of  the  Church  in  that 
country,  there  are  ten  who  are 
eligible,  and  will  be  baptized 
as  soon  as  their  understanding 
of  the  gospel  increases. 

AFTER  TWENTY  years  of 
careful  planning  and  over  two 
and  one-half  years  of  hard 
work,  by  Mission  Presidents, 
and  Maori  Church  members  in 
New  Zealand,  an  elaboratelv 
carved  meeting  house  has  been 
completed. 

This  Church  building,  which 
will  be  used  for  conferences  of 
the  Church  where  thousands  of 
the  members  gather,  was  pat- 
terned after  the  old  carved 
houses  in  the  early  Maori  vil- 
lages. The  carvings  represent 
their  method  of  history  keeping, 
some  of  them  depicting  the  ar- 
r'va!  of  the  first  inhabitants  of 
that  land.  These  early  people 
according  to  the  Maori  tradi- 
tion, came  in  three  consecutive 
migrations  from  America 
Hawaii  and  Raratonga. 


The  younger  members  of  the 
Church,  who  did  much  of  the 
carving  on  the  walls  and  ceil- 
ings, astonished  others  with 
their  ability  in  what  is  now 
almost  a  lost  art.  Wall  panels, 
made  of  po  kakoa  reeds  in 
colours  of  white,  straw  yellow, 
woven  by  the  Maori  women  and 
reddish  brown  and  black, 
were  placed  between  the  wall 
pillars  to  complete  the  design  of 
the  building. 

AMONG  THE  many  attrac- 
tions witnessed  by  those  who 
visited  the  numerous  county 
fairs  held  in  the  Great  Lake's 
Mission  were  the  booths  set  up 
and  handled  by  the  Elders  of 
the  Church.  These  displays  were 
the  means  of  attracting  at- 
tention and  of  contacting  many 
who  were  interested  in  the 
gospel. 

Free  literature  was  available 
for  those  who  desired  it.  and 
missionaries  spent  manv  hours 
explaining  the  gospel  truths  to 
those  around  them.  Some  of  the 
visitors  came  back  dav  after 
day  to  inquire  further  into  the 
Book  of  Mormon  and  the  mission 
of  Joseph  Smith. 


"I  shall  not  ask  the  Lord  to 
do  what  I  am  not  willing 
to   do."~Bringham    Young. 


GENEALOGICAL  research 

work  in  the  West  German  Mis- 
sion has  been  greatly  augmented 
by  the  million  or  more  pages  of 
records  that  have  been  micro- 
filmed in  the  last  two  years.  This 
work  has  been  supervised  bv  a 
local  member  of  the  Church  who 
Just  finished  a  two  year  mission 
doing  research  work. 

At  the  present  time  there  are 
two  full-time  operators  on  the 
microfilming  job.  and  with 
200000.000  more  pages  available, 
indications  are  that  much  more 
work  will  soon  be  completed. 

Many  records  containing  valu- 
able information  are  beine  held 
in  the  Russion  zone,  and  Church 
members  are  waiting  anxiously 
for  their  release.  As  they  know 
the  destruction  that  can  be 
caused  by  war,  the  Saints  in 
Germany  are  very  determined 
to  get  all  the  information  about 
their  ancestors  while  it  is  avail- 
able to  them. 
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"  But  seek  ye  first  the  kingdom 
of  God  and  liis  righteousness;  and 
all  these  things  shall  be  added 
unto  you."    (Mat.  6:33.) 
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At  the  passing  of  this  another  fleeting  year,  a  worthy  custom  affords  us 
another  opportunity  to  express  thank.sgiving  one  to  another  for  gifts  and 
blessings  received.  Reverently  and  gratefully  we  acknowledge  the  Lord's 
bounteous  blessings,  inspirational  guidance,  and  divine  protection.  Now  as 
always,  when  we  turn  to  Him,  our  hearts  are  filled  with  a  sense  of  perfect 
security. 

The  Latter-day  Saints  in  South  Africa  have  cause  to  rejoice,  because  they 
have  received  all  merited  blessings,  as  they  have  obeyed  the  laws  of  life;  the 
branches  of  the  Church  have  increased  in  loyal  membership,  and  the  former 
prejudice  of  the  nation  against  our  people  is  slowly  melting  away. 

These,  however,  are  troublous  days  —  days  foretold  by  the  prophets  of  old — 
preparatory  to  the  Coming  of  the  Lord.  Nevertheless,  in  the  midst  of 
unexampled  social  and  political  upheavals,  there  is  no  fear  in  the  hearts  of  the 
Latter-day  Saints,  for  they,  trusting  in  the  Lord,  find  comfort  in  the  glorious 
principles  of  truth,  and  security  in  the  promises  of  protection  to  all  who  live  the 
Gospel  daily. 

The  future  is  secure  if  the  members  of  the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  keep  their 
covenants  with  God.  Neither  man  nor  forces  of  evil  shall  then  have  power  to 
overthrow  the  Church  or  hinder  its  progress.  Its  saving  message  will  be  taught 
to  every  nation  and  all  who  really  love  truth  will  accept  its  message.  The 
Church  will  increase  in  this  land.  The  nations  will  yet  delight  in  the  Gospel 
message.    Our  destiny  is  victory. 

We  rejoice  in  the  faith  and  devotion  of  the  Elders  and  Saints.  We  are 
proud  of  your  diligence  in  the  latter-day  work.  Gladness  fills  our  hearts  when 
we  think  of  the  fine  example  that  you  set  before  your  fellow  men.  Dear 
brethren  and  sisters,  you  are  heirs  to  the  blessings  of  the  Gospel  and  you  will 
receive  them  as  you  have  need  of  them  and  merit  them.  Your  faithfulness  will 
not  be  forgotten  by  the  Lord. 

May  this  New  Year  be  one  of  unclouded  joy  and  happiness.  May  all  of  us 
resolve  to  follow  the  example  of  our  Master,  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  to  make 
every  day  one  of  thanksgiving,  of  sacrifice  fbr  others  ,of  obedience  to  divine 
commandment,  of  love  for  God  and  man.  We  are  called  to  be  Saviours  of  Men. 
We  must  find  and  make  alive  by  loving  appreciation,  the  goodness  and  beauty 
that  dwell  in  every  human  soul.  We  must  still  the  unkind  tongue,  banish  the 
evil  thought  and  destroy  the  unholy  desire  in  ourselves  and  others.  Then  we 
in  humbleness,  shall  be  able  to  do  the  work  of  our  Master,  and  the  beauty  of 
Christ's  life  will  be  ours.  Then  today  and  the  days  that  follow,  will  be  joyous 
indeed.  (Continued  on  page  11) 
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On    1  he    Outside   Looking   In 


Hugh   llodgkiss 


I 


You  have  all, 
no  doubt,  read 
or  heard  the 
little  Christmas 
tale  of  the 
Match  Seller 
who,  with  just 
one  box  of 
matches  sold  after  a  day  of  standing  in  the 
icy  cold  winds  and  sleet,  without  food  to 
satisfy  or  warm  clothes  to  keep  out  the 
cold,  wandered  aimlessly  down  the  road, 
fi-ightened  to  go  home  to  show  her  empty 
pockets. 

Her  wanderings  took  her  into  the  dis- 
trict of  big  houses  where  Christmas  parties 
were  in  full  swing,  with  bright  light,  music 
and  happy  voices  issuing  forth  from  the 
houses.  One  house  in  particular  took  her 
attention  for,  from  this  house,  there  seemed 
to  be  more  light,  more  noise  and  music. 
The  little  girl  crept  up  to  the  window  and 
peered  in.  Pressing  her  nose  against  the 
window  pane,  she  watched  the  other  little 
children,  more  fortunate  than  herself, 
enjoying  all  the  good  things  that  their 
parents  had  to  offer  them;  love,  friendship, 
warmth  and  comfort;  all  the  things  in  life 
the  match  seller  had  never  had. 

After  watching  for  some  time,  the  little 
girl  crept  away  to  find  a  shelter  from  the 
winds  and  sleet.  Curling  up  in  a  doorway 
and  drawing  her  shawl  around  her,  she 
slept  the  sleep  of  everlasting  peace. 

The  matcti  seller  knew  there  was  a  far 
better  life  than  the  one  she  lead  but  was 
never  able  to  reach  it. 

We  can  liken  ourselves  unto  that  match 
girl.  We  can  know  there  is  a  far  greater 
and  more  wonderful  life,  but  whereas  the 
little  waif  never  reached  her  idea  of  a 
wonderful  life,  we  can,  if  we  strive,  reach 
and  enjoy  ours  by  the  help  of  God,  and  by 
working  diligently  and  earnestly  in  His 
commands  and  ways. 

You  of  the  faith  of  "Latter-day  Saints" 
have  entered  into  that  well-lit  room,  but 
that  is  not  enough  in  itself.  Once  inside 
you  have  to  work  hard  to  obtain  the  love, 
friendship  and  comfort  that  the  little 
match  seller  saw.  These  gifts  are  not 
given  to  you  just  for  the  entering  of  the 
room  and  the  asking.    Each  one  in  itself  is 


precious,  and  like  all  things  precious  has 
to  be  earned  to  be  appreciated. 

Friends  arc  not  made  by  sitting  in  a 
room  of  people  and  saying  or  doing  noth- 
ing. To  make  a  friend  one  must  be 
friendly.  To  have  the  friendship  of  our 
Lord  one  must  do  something  about  it,  not 
just  sit  and  wait  for  it  to  come  without 
effort. 

This  applies  even  more  so  when  endeav- 
ouring to  obtain  the  great  love  that  can 
be  bestowed  upon  us;  or  I  should  say  FEEL 
the  great  love  that  IS  bestowed  upon  us. 
For  God  loves  us  at  all  times,  but  we, 
when  wandering  from  the  room,  lose  the 
full  strength  and  power  of  that  love. 

Hui^h  Hod^kiss,  formerly  of  England 
and  now  a  resident  of  Salisbury,  Southern 
Rhodesia,  met  the  Elders  in  that  city  re- 
cently. He  has  taken  a  keen  interest  in 
the  Gospel,  and  is  earnestly  seeking  a 
knowledge  of  its  saving  principles. 

If  you  remember  these  things  you  will 
be  as  the  children  in  the  gaily-lit  room 
who  were  enjoying  their  party.  They  en- 
joyed themselves  because  they  threw 
themselves  into  the  games  and  the  sport. 
So  must  we  throw  ourselves  into  life,  by 
looking  around  to  find  a  way  to  help  others 
less  fortunate  than  ourselves.  One  way 
we  can  do  this  is  by  showing  tolerance  of 
others'  mistakes,  and  helping  to  overcome 
these  errors  in  life  by  showing  with  ex- 
ample the  correct  way  to  live.  In  this 
way  you  will  find  friendship  and  comfort 
from  the  Lord  in  the  knowledge  your  life 
is  worthwhile. 

This  is  your  task  after  entering  the 
room.  There  are  many  like  myself  who 
have  yet  to  enter  this  wonderful  room. 
We  are  as  the  little  match  seller,  pressing 
our  noses  against  the  window  pane,  seeing 
all  the  good  things  and  waiting  for  the 
invitation  to  enter.  The  only  difference 
between        the  ..o 

waif  of  the  story  ^'^^^^ 

and  the  waifs  of 
the  world  is  that 
we.    if   we    look 

for    it,   will    get 

our  invitation.        .i^^^^^l^^^b^^' 


CUMORAHS  SOUTHERN   MESSENGER 


January,  1951. 


Vke   filedA^ma6^  o^  tke   JicHiA^ 


By  C.  A.  Smith 


In  Biblical  history  there  are  some  inter- 
esting exceptions  to  the  general  rule  of 
inheritance.  The  right  of  primogeniture 
was  faithfully  recognized  in  ancient  times. 
Wherever  the  Lord  made  exceptions  to  this 
custom,  he  must  have  had  good  and  suffi- 
cient reasons  for  so  doing. 

We  do  not  know  all  the  circumstances 
concerning  the  call  of  Jacob  over  Esau, 
and  why  the  Lord  chose  the  younger  to 
inherit  the  right  of  the  Priesthood  and 
appointed  the  older  to  serve  the  younger. 

We  do  know  that  the  Lord  was  called 
before  He  was  born  and  His  commission  to 
rule  w"as  given  to  him  by  the  highest 
authority. 

Judah,  fourth  son  of  Leah,  was  hon- 
oured above  his  brethren  for  it  was 
through  his  lineage  that  the  Redeemer  of 
the  world  came,  and  the  blessings  of 
Kingly  powers  were  conferred  upon  him. 
His  descendants  were  given  the  right  to 
rule  and  reign  in  Israel  before  the  divi- 
sions of  the  Kingdoms  and  to  continue 
through  David  in  that  capacity,  in  Judah. 

Reuben  lost  his  birthright  through 
transgression  and  it  w^as  conferred  on 
Joseph,  the  eldest  son  of  Rachel.  No  one 
questioned  his  worthiness  to  receive  it,  for 
Joseph  is  the  peer  of  any  ancient  charac- 
ter. In  righteousness  he  became  the 
saviour  of  his  father's  house. 

You  all  know  how  Joseph  saved  his 
father's  house.  By  virtue  of  his  faithful- 
ness and  nobility  of  character  a  double 
portion  was  given  to  him.  Ephraim  and 
Manasseh  were  adopted  by  th&ir  grand- 
father as  his  sons  that  they  might  inherit 
a  portion  as  tribes  in  Israel  on  equal  foot- 
ing with  the  other  sons. 

The  next  notable  case  is  that  of  the  bless- 
ing of  Ephraim  and  Manasseh.  Manasseh 
was  the  elder  of  the  two,  and  was  a  very 
faithful  son,  but  the  blessing  of  the  first 
born  was  not  given  to  him.  It  was  con- 
ferred upon  his  younger  brother  Ephraim 


who  was  the  second  son  of  Joseph.  He 
inherited  his  father's  place  and  the  largest 
part  of  the  blessings  and  was  called  to  be 
the  firstborn.  Through  Biblical  history  we 
see  little  recognition  and  honour  come  to 
the  tribes  of  Ephraim  until  the  division  of 
the  Kingdoms. 

In  His  anger  the  Lord  allowed  Israel  to 
be  taken  captive  and  led  into  exile..  Since 
that  time  they  have  been  outcast.  Ephraim 


C.  A.  Smith,  Durban 

more  than  those  of  the  other  tribes  mixed 
himself  with  the  other  nations.  He  was 
scattered  far  and  near,  and  for  many 
generations  lost  his  identity.  This  scat- 
tering was  a  punishment;  yet  as  is  often 
the  case  with  punishments  meted  out  by 
the  Lord,  it  turned  out  to  be  a  blessing. 
Ephraim  became  a  blessing  to  the  nations 
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by  giving  to  them  the  rights  belonging  to 
Israel.  With  the  translating  of  the  Book 
of  Mormon,  many  of  the  descendants  of 
Joseph  were  made  known.  The  Lamanites 
are  of  Israel.  Lehi  was  a  descendant  of 
Manasseh.  Ishmael,  whose  children  joined 
the  family  of  Lehi,  was  of  Ephraim  and 
in  this  way  the  children  belonging  to  these 
two  tribes  were  planted  in  America.  It 
is  true  that  others  also  came  and  it  is  just 
possible  that  the  Lord,  remembering  His 
promise  to  Joseph,  sent  others  of  the 
tribes  of  Joseph  with  the  Mulekites.  At 
any  rate  this  land  was  given  to  them  as 
their  everlasting  inheritance.  They  have 
inherited  it  in  the  past,  and  they  will  in- 
herit it  more  fully   in   the  future. 

m.  In  this  connection  it  is  interesting  to  call 
attention  to  the  destruction  of  the  coat 
of  many  colours  worn  by  Joseph.  Part  of 
it  was  preserved,  and  Jacob,  before  his 
death,  prophesied  that  as  a  remnant  of  the 
coat  was  preserved,  so  shall  a  remnant 
of  Joseph's  posterity  be  preserved.  He 
said  that  even  as  this  remnant  of  his  son's 
garment  hath  been  preserved,  so  shall  a 
remnant  of  the  seed  of  his  son  be  preserved 
by  the  hand  of  God  and  be  taken  unto  him- 
self. The  remainder  of  the  seed  of  Joseph 
shall  perish  even  as  the  remnant  now  found 
among  the  Lamanites  shall  eventually  par- 
take of  the  blessing  of  the  Gospel.  The 
Lamanites  shall  unite  with  the  remnant 
which  is  being  gathered  from  among  the 


nations  and  they  shall  be  blessed  of  the 
Lord  forever. 

Ephraim  has  a  wonderful  mission  to  per- 
form in  this  day.  For  over  one  hundred 
years  he  has  faithfully  been  performing 
his  mission.  It  is  proper  that  he  stand  in 
his  place  at  the  head,  exercising  the  birth- 
right of  Israel.  The  Gospel  is  being 
preached  by  Ephraim  to  the  nations.  It  is 
essential,  therefore,  that  Ephraim  be  the 
first  to  be  gathered,  for  he  it  is  who  is  to 
prepare  the  way  for  the  other  tribes  of 
Israel. 

The  vast  majority  of  those  who  have  re- 
ceived the  Gospel  are  of  Ephraim.  It  is 
the  exception  to  find  those  of  other  tribes, 
for  it  is  with  the  descendants  of  Ephraim 
that  the  Lord  has  made  a  covenant  and  has 
revealed  the  fullness  of  the  everlasting 
Gospel. 

No  hardships  will  discourage  these 
people  for  they  will  overcome  the  almost 
unsurmountable  difficulties  to  develop  the 
treasure  of  the  earth. 

The  Book  of  Mormon  is  an  abridgement 
of  the  record  of  the  people  of  Nephi,  and 
also  of  the  Lamanites,  both  of  Ephraim 
and  Manasseh.  It  was  in  the  hands  of 
Ephraim  as  Ezekiel  prophesied  it  would 
be  when  it  was  given  to  Joseph  Smith  and 
it  is  still  in  the  hands  of  Ephraim  as  our 
missionaries  go  to  proclaim  the  truths  to 
the  world,  for  they  are  of  Ephraim. 


Relief  Societies  Do  Good  Work 


The  year  1950  was  a  good  one  for  the 
Relief  Societies  of  the  South  African 
Mission,  financially  as  well  as  spiritually. 
Much  effort  and  hard  work  was  put  forth 
by  these  good  Sisters  and  they  are  all  to 
be  congratulated  for  their  accomplish- 
ments. 

The  Durban  Branch  Relief  Society  con- 
cluded its  year  with  a  Bazaar  and  Food 
Sale  held  at  Mercury  Lane  in  November. 
Their  display  of  handiwork  consisting  of 
knitted  goods,  embroidery  work  and 
children's  clothing  was  very  attractive  to 
the  buyers,  and  sold  well.  The  food  stalls 
also  did  well,  and  a  total  of  £30  was  cleared 


from  the  day's  sale  of  goods.  Sister  Helen 
Gordon,  President  of  the  Relief  Society, 
would  like  to  thank  all  those  who  gave 
their  support  to  the  Durban  Branch  Relief 
Society  in   this  worthy  undertaking. 

Ramah  Branch  Relief  Society  culminated 
a  year  of  hard  work  when  they  held  their 
annual  bazaar,  at  which  goods  and  edibles 
were  on  sale  to  suit  the  tastes  and  purposes 
of  all.  Sister  Lloyd  and  her  officers  wish 
to  thank  all  those  who  helped  make  this 
event  a  success.  The  sum  of  £40  was  raised 
in  spite  of  rainy  weather  which  kept  many 
away  from  the  bazaar  and  the  games 
evening  which  followed. 
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^^..And   He   Was   numbered 
^With    the   Eleven    "Apostles 


{Acts  \:26) 


Sustained  as  a  member  of  the  Council 
of  the  Twelve  at  the  Saturday  afternoon 
session  of  the  121st  semi-annual  confer- 
ence of  the  Church,  Elder  Delbert  Leon 
Stapley  was  ordained  an  Apostle  of  the 
Church,  Thursday,  October  5,  1950,  in  the 
Salt  Lake  Temple  during  the  weekly  meet- 
ing of  the  First  Presidency  and  Council  of 
the  Twelve. 

Up  from  the  ranks  came  this  new 
Authority,  and  in  his  appointment  is  seen 
the  genius  of  this  great  Church  of  the 
Master  in  which  any  deacon,  teacher,  or 
priest  may  some  day  be  called  to  high 
places,  if  found  w^orthy. 

He  was  met  at  noon  on  Thursday,  Sep- 
tember 28,  1950,  in  the  lobby  of  the  Hotel 
Utah  by  President  George  Albert  Smith. 
This  was  a  very  unexpected  visit  for  it 
was  supposed  that  all  of  the  General 
Authorities  were  in  meeting.  President 
Smith  had  been  waiting  in  front  of  the 
elevators  and  when  Elder  Stapley  stepped 
out  he  said,  "President  Stapley,  you  are 
just  the  man  I  want  to  see."  So  there  in 
the  lobby  he  was  told  that  he  had  been 
called  to  serve  in  the  Council  of  the 
Twelve. 

After  a  short  while  he  retired  to  his 
room  and  called  his  wife,  but  was  unable 
to  speak.  She  tried  for  a  long  time  to  find 
out  what  was  wrong,  and  thought  surely 
something  serious  had  happened  to  him. 
Finally,  after  composing  himself,  he  told 
her  of  the  conversation  he  had  just  had 
with  President  Smith.  The  only  considera- 
tion he  received  from  her  was  that  it  was 
his  responsibility  to  accept. 

Those  in  high  and  important  places  of 
responsibility  realize,  perhaps  more  than 
others,  the  importance  of  a  good  wife. 
Here  the  new  leader  was  blessed  again. 
He  and  Ethel  Davis  were  united  in  mar- 
riage January  14.  1918,  their  sealing  taking 
place   in    the   Salt   Lake   Temple.     Sister 


Elder  Delos  Ellsworth 

Stapley  is  a  charming  woman,  refined  and 
sweet;  she  is  a  bit  retiring  but  is  sym- 
pathetic, understanding  and  co-operative. 
She  compliments  her  husband  and  sup- 
ports him  in  all  his  work.  Patiently  she 
waits  and  serves. 

Elder  Stapley  was  born  in  Mesa,  Arizona, 
on  December  11,  1896,  a  short  18  years 
after  the  town  had  been  founded  in  one 
of  the  most  fertile  valleys  in  America.  He 
was  born  in  a  good  Latter-day  Saint  home, 
where  love,  consideration,  and  filial  devo- 
tion abounded.  He  is  the  second  son  in  a 
family  of  six  sons  and  three  daughters  of 
Orley  S.  Stapley  and  Polly  May  Hunsaker. 
They  were  also  homebuilders.  and  Brother 
Stapley  and  his  brothers  and  sisters  grew 
up  in  an  atmosphere  of  culture,  love  and 
faith.  Here  the  lad  learned  to  pray.  Here 
were  born  selflessness  and  self-reliance. 

Following  his  graduation  from  Mesa 
High  School,  Elder  Stapley  served  in  the 
Southern  States  Mission  from  April  13, 
1915,  until  July  4,  1917.  He  was  set  apart 
for  his  mission  by  President  George  Albert 
Smith,  then  a  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve.  For  eight  months  he  served 
as  President  of  the  Kentucky  Conference. 

Home  from  his  mission,  he  entered  the 
service  of  his  country  in  World  War  I, 
and  served  for  eight  months  training 
Marine  recruits  at  Mare  Island,  California. 
Later  he  joined  the  National  Guard,  where 
he  served  nine  and  one-half  years.  He 
w^as  commissioned  Captain  on  September 
12,  1924,  and  when  he  retired  from  service 
in  January.  1934,  he  held  the  rank  of 
Major. 

It  was  rather  inevitable  that  Elder 
Stapley,  being  steeped  in  the  traditions  of 
devoted  Church  service,  should  devote  a 
major  portion  of  his  life  to  Church  assign- 
ments.   His  father  served  in  the  Maricopa 
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Stake  Presidency  for  14  years  from  1912  to 
1926.  He  himself  was  reared  in  a  com- 
munity which  erected  the  first  temple  in 
the  United  States  outside  the  state,  of 
Utah. 

Though  he  had  been  active  all  his  life 
in  all  phases  of  the  Church  programme, 
his  first  major  assignment  after  his  mis- 
sion came  at  the  age  of  twenty  when  he 
was  sustained  as  assistant  to  John 
Cummard  in  the  Sake  Y.M.M.I.A.    About 


COVER  PHOTO:  Elder  Delbert  Leon 
Stapley,  the  Sixty-Seventh  Apostle  of 
the  Church  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Latter- 
day  Saints. 

two  years  later  when  Elder  Cummard 
advanced  to  the  Stake  Presidency  Elder 
Stapley  was  sustained  as  superintendent 
of  the  Stake  Y.M.M.LA.  This  was  a  pre- 
tentious work  for  a  twenty-two  year  old. 
So  efficient  and  forceful  was  his  work,  that 
after  seventeen  years  he  was  still  superin- 
tendent when  the  stake  was  divided  in 
1938.  During  twelve  years  of  this  time, 
he  had  also  served  in  the  High  Council  of 
the  Stake. 

Elder  Stapley  was  called  as  a  counsellor 
to  President  J.  Robert  Price  of  the  newly 


created  Phoenix  Stake  on  February  27, 
1938.  He  served  in  this  capacity  for 
approximately  ten  years,  after  which  he 
was  sustained  as  the  Phoenix  Stake 
President. 

The  work  of  the  new  Apostle  tran- 
scended the  stake  when,  as  a  counsellor 
and  later  as  president  of  the  stake,  he 
presided  over  the  Arizona  Region  of  the 
Church  Welfare  Programme.  This  rich 
experience  will  be  of  immense  value  to 
him  in  the  days  to  come. 

Somehow  Elder  Stapley  has  found  time 
to  serve  in  an  extra  capacity,  that  of  a 
Boy  Scout  Leader.  He  began  that  project 
in  1919,  and  because  of  his  outstanding 
contributions  he  now  wears  the  Silver 
Beaver,  the  highest  honour  given  by  the 
National  Council  of  .the  Boy  Scouts  to 
laymen. 

Brother  Stapley  has  been  a  representa- 
tive of  the  National  Council  of  the  Boy 
Scouts  of  America  for  the  past  three  years, 
and  is  still  a  member  of  the  Roosevelt 
Council  executive  committee. 

Elder  Stapley  serves  his  fellow  citizens 
as  a  member  of  the  Central  Arizona  Pro- 
ject organization,  which  has  to  do  with 
securing  Colorado  River  water  for  the 
State.  On  several  occasions  he  has  been 
called  to  Washington  D.C.  as  an  expert  on 
Arizona  agricultural  problems. 

The  example  of  Delbert  Stapley  should 
assure  the  faithful  that  the  Lord  places 
no  limitations  upon  the  accomplishments 
and  developments  of  men,  and  that  he  who 
is  ever  in  the  service  of  others  may  reach 
high  places.  This  man  was  chosen  by  the 
Lord  because  in  him  are  all  the  qualities 
of  experience  and  wisdom,  which  put  him 
in  a  position  to  make  an  outstanding  con- 
tribution to  the  building  of  the  kingdom. 

This  new  67th  member  of  the  Council  of 
the  Twelve  brings  to  the  membership  of 
the  Church  his  qualities  of  faith,  devotion 
to  duty,  courage  and  wisdom.  He  will  be 
an  able  counsellor  to  the  people  in  their 
problems.  Aided  by  his  widespread  ex- 
perience, he  will  be  able  to  bring  com- 
mon-sense solutions  to  the  problems  which 
afflict  so  many.  He  has  fulfilled  gloriously 
the  admonition  of  Paul  to  the  Corinthians 
when  he  said.  ""Be  ye  steadfast,  unmovable, 
always  abounding  in  the  work  of  the  Lord, 
forasmuch  as  ye  know  that  your  labour  is 
not  in  vain  in  the  Lord." 
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OUR  COOKIE  JAR 

The  thought  of  a  big  cookie  jar  in  the 
pantry  brings  back  memories  of  peace  .  .  . 
comfort  and  the  security  of  home.  Some 
of  the  outstanding  memories  of  home  are 
bound  with  "Mom's  Cookie  Jar".  The 
spicy  fragrance  of  cookies  baking  never 
fades  throughout  the  years.  Every  home 
should  have  a  cookie  jar! 
"When  Mom's  in  the  kitchen  baking 
cookies,  all's  right  with  the  world." 


Keep  soft  cookies  in  air-tight  container 
(a  covered  earthen  jar  or  a  can  with  a 
tight  cover). 


Slices  of  an  apple  or  orange  in  a  jar 
help  mellow  and  moisten  cookies.  Change 
fruit  frequently. 


To  keep  crisp,  put  cookies  in  a  can  with 
a  loose  cover. 


To  prevent  drop  cookies  spreading  .  .  . 
chill  dough,  peak  it  up.  Be  sure  that  the 
oven  temperature  is  correct. 


All  you  have  to  do  to  plump  seedless 
raisins  is  wash  them  and  spread  out  in  a 
flat  pan.  Cover  the  pan  and  heat  slowly 
in  a  moderate  oven. 


To  sour  cream — if  you  can't  get  it  from 
the  dairy,  sour  it  yourself  by  adding  1 
tbsp.  vinegar  or  lemon  juice  to  one  cup 
sweet  cream. 


To  prevent  sticking  when  rolling  cookies, 
slip  a  canvas  cover  over  board,  and  a 
stockinette  or  old  clean  stocking  over  roll- 
ing pin. 


Clean  sticky  fruits  from  your  food 
grinder  quickly  and  easily  by  running  a 
few  small  pieces  of  dry  bread  through  it. 


Jean  D.  Wright 

Sugar  Cookies 

i  cup  of  shortening  (i  butter) 

i  cup  sugar 

1  egg 

1  tbsp.  milk  or  cream 

1  tsp.  vanilla  or  lemon  flavouring 

li  cups  sifted  cake  flour 

k  tsp.  baking  powder 

i  cup  of  salt. 

Mix  shortening,  sugar  and  egg  thor- 
oughly. Then  stir  in  milk  or  cream  and 
flavouring.  Sift  together  the  dry  ingre- 
dients and  stir  in  first  mixture.  Bake  in 
hot  oven  (450  degrees)  for  5-7  minutes. 
Makes  5  doz.  2h  inch  cookies. 


For  children's  parties — roll  dough  i  inch 
thick  and  cut  into  2  inch  to  3  inch  oblong 
shapes,  and  bake.  When  cookies  are  cool, 
write  names  on  them  with  melted  choco- 
late or  coloured  icing. 


Cookies  with  faces — cut  dough  in  circles 
Tint  icing  and  spread  and  make  faces  with 
raisins  or  nuts  or  icing. 


Flower  cookies — colour  dough  pink  or 
yellow.  Cut  cookies  with  scalloped  cutter. 
Brush  with  egg-whites  and  sprinkle  with 
pink  or  yellow  icing  before  baking. 


Packing  cookies  successfully  for  mailing. 

(1)  Use  heavy  box  lined  with  waxed 
paper.  Use  plenty  of  filler  (crushed  wrap- 
ping or  tissue  paper,  or  unbuffered  pop 
corn  or  puffed  wheat). 

(2)  Wrap  each  cookie  separately  in 
waxed  or  greaseproof  paper;  or  place 
cookies  back  to  back  in  pairs.  Then  wrap 
each  pair. 

(3)  Pad  bottom  of  box  with  filler.  Fit 
wrapped  cookies  into  box  closely  in  layers. 

(4)  Use  filler  between  layers  to  prevent 
crushing  of  cookies.  Pack  tightly  so  con- 
tents will  not  shake  around. 

(5)  Wrap  box  well  in  heavy  paper  and 
mark  it  "perishable." 
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SALISBURY  "TOWN  MEETING" 

Proselyting  activities  in  Southern 
Rhodesia  took  a  new  turn  in  December 
when  the  Elders  from  Bulawayo  combined 
forces  with  those  in  the  country's  capital 
to  stage  a  "Town  Meeting"  for  the  people 
of  Salisbury.  Having  carefully  paved  the 
way  for  two  weeks  previously  by  dis- 
tributing two  thousand  hand-bills  in  a 
door  to  door  and  on  the  street  campaign, 
the  Salisbury  set  finalised  the  arrange- 
ments and  invited  their  companions 
labouring  southward  to  swell  the  ranks 
and  to  help  in  meeting  the  prospective 
audience. 

Top  billing  on  the  programme  went  to 
a  comprehensive  lecture  outlining  the  mes- 
sage of  the  restored  church.  Elder  Vern 
Albright,  Presiding  Elder  in  Salisbury, 
acted  as  spokesman  for  the  group,  and  his 
talk  was  well  received  by  all  who  attended. 
Care  was  taken  to  leave  Rhodesians  with 
an  accurate  picture  of  the  Mormon  people 
and  the  progress  they  have  made  because 
of  their  religion.  The  dessert  course  came 
in  the  form  of  a  thirty  minute  sound  tech- 
nicolor movie  entitled  "The  Valley  of 
Triumph."  The  film  featured  Temple 
Square  and  The  Tabernacle  Choir,  set  to 
the  background  of  Utah's  resplendent 
natural  landscapes. 

Much  to  the  distress  of  all  concerned,  the 
heavens  released  a  most  unwelcome  offer- 
ing of  heavy  and  incessant  rain  for  the 
whole  of  the  appointed  day.  Meeting  time 
found  our  eight  Elders  checking  seamen's 
papers  at  the  door  as  the  faithful  and  sea- 
worthy waded  across  the  threshold.  The 
attendance  was  not  so  large  as  had  been 
hoped  for,  but  the  brethren  carried  on,  and 
we  feel  sure  that  their  outstanding  efforts 
will  facilitate  further  work  in  Salisbury. 

After  attending  Sunday  meetings  in  the 
newly  organized  Salisbury  Branch,  Elder 
Donald  V.  Cook,  the  Presiding  Elder,  re- 
turned with  his  companions".  Elders  Gail 
Weggeland,  Dan  Sorenson,  and  Dimar 
Hogan  to  resume  the  work  in  Bulawayo. 


Elders  Vern  Albright,  Monroe  McKay, 
Richard  Winters,  and  William  Allen  stayed 
in  Salisbury  for  the  follow-up  work. 

CHRISTMAS  CAROLING 

Carol  singing  became  very  popular  this 
Christmas  season  in  several  of  the 
branches  of  the  Mission.  These  singers 
were  truly  following  the  teachings  of  the 
Master  when  they  gave  of  their  time  and 
talent  to  bring  happiness  and  good  cheer 
to  others. 

The  younger  members  of  the  Durban 
Branch  went  caroling  in  the  suburbs.  On 
the  afternoon  of  December  24.  the  Girl's 
Chorus  brought  joy  to  the  hearts  of  many 
when  they  sang  in  the  wards  of  the  Went- 
worth  Hospital. 

Brother  Hugh  Helm  directed  the  Mow- 
bray Branch  singers  on  their  Christmas 
Eve  tour  which  started  just  outside  the 
branch  Chapel.  Two  lorries  and  several 
cars  t--ansported  the  group  to  the  Conradie 
Home,  where  numbers  were  rendered  at 
several  different  locations.  The  last  point 
of  call  was  the  Victoria  Hospital,  where 
they  concluded  their  evening  of  song. 

Ramah's  Christmas  caroling  was  a 
decided  success,  and  a  donkey  cart  gave 
added  atmosphere  to  the  group  who 
travelled  to  the  City  Hall  to  sing  carols  for 
the  passers-by  .  The  real  meaning  of 
Christmas  was  radiated  by  this  singing 
group,  and  the  spirit  of  the  occasion  was 
enjoyed  by  the  singers  as  well  as  the 
listeners. 

BOY   SCOUT   OUTING 

Boy  Scouts  from  the  "Cumorah"  Troop 
camped  at  Crown  Forest  from  the  9th  to 
the  16th  of  the  month.  Brother  Terblanche 
and  his  helpers  are  grateful  to  all  of  those 
who  helped  in  the  matters  of  transport 
and  equipment.  During  the  week's  camp- 
ing Presidents  Wright  and  Yarn,  and  their 
wives,  visited  the  scouts  and  provided 
them  with  a  surprise  luncheon  of  hot-dogs. 
The  boys  certainly  enjoyed  this  camp  and 
are  looking  forward  to  another  at  some 
future  date. 
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Transfers  and  Appointments 

I'JIdor  William  L.  Glenn  was  Iransfoned  from 
Kalk  Bay  to  Sea  Point  within  the  Cape 
District  on  November  28. 

Elder  Donald  E.  Toomey  was  transferred  from 
Bellville.  Cape  District,  to  Kroonstad, 
Orange  Free  State  District,  on  December  4 

Elder  John  Alfred  Wursten  Jr.  was  transferred 
from  Durban,  Natal  District,  to  Kroonstad, 
Orange  Free  State  District,  on  December  4. 

Elder  Dale  G.  Johnson  was  transferred  from 
Salisbury,  Southern  Rhodesia,  to  the  Mis- 
sion Office  on  December  4. 

Elder  Tharin  J.  Bilger  was  transferred  from 
Salisbui-y,  Southern  Rhodesia,  to  Johan- 
nesburg, Transvaal  District,  on  December 
4. 

Elder  Glenn  L.  Hamberlin  was  transferred  from 
Bulawayo,  Southern  Rhodesia,  to  the  Mis- 
sion Office  on  December  4. 

Elder  Norman  E.  Stockton  was  transferred 
from  Springs,  Transvaal  District  to  Dur- 
ban,  Natal   District,  on   December  4. 


Elder  William  H.  Allen  was  transferred  from 
Sea  Point.  Cape  District  to  Salisbury, 
Southern  Rhodesia,  on  December  10. 

Elder  Walter  L.  Hoggan  was  transferred  from 
Bloemfontein,  Orange  Free  State  District, 
to  the  Transvaal  District  on  December  26. 

Elder  Rodney  T.  Clark  was  transferred  from 
Rosebank,  Transvaal  District,  to  Bloem- 
fontein, Orange  Free  State  District,  on 
December  26. 

Elder  George  L.  Albright  was  appointed  Super- 
vising Elder  of  the  Salisbury  area,  Southern 
Rhodesia,  on  December  4. 

Elder  Donald  V.  Cook  was  appointed  Supervis- 
ing Elder  of  the  Bulawayo  area.  Southern 
Rhodesia,  on  December  4. 

Nicholas  Goosen  was  set  apart  as  Bellville 
Branch  President  by  Elder  Robert  L.  Jex 
on  December  17th  at  Bellville. 


Statistics  ,  .  . 


BIRTHS   AND   BLESSINGS 

David  Sterling  Rudd,  son  of  Benjamin  and 
Harriet  Rudd,  was  born  November  16,  1950, 
in  Port  Elizabeth,  and  was  blessed  by  Elder 
H.  David  Nelson  on  December  12. 

Raymond  Charles  Ninow,  son,  was  born  to  Ray- 
mond and  Jean  Ninow  on  November  21, 
1950,  in  Johannesburg. 

Gary  Matthew  Taylor,  son,  was  born  to  Ronald 
and  Gloria  Taylor  on  December  11,  1950, 
in  Johannesburg. 

David  John  Seager,  son,  was  born  to  John  and 
Joan  Seager  on  November  12,  1950,  in 
Durbart. 

BAPTISMS 

Alamein  Desmond  Butt,  son  of  Francis  and 
Maria    Butt,    was    baptized    December    17, 


Arrivals  ,  .  , 

The   following   missionaries 
Name 

Elder  Leon  B.  Casper 
Elder  Ronald  B.  Clark 
Elder  Kay  Lee  Crabtree 
Elder  Louis  K.  Falck 


1950,  in  Mowbray,  Cape  District,  by  Elder 
Robert  P.  Thorn  and  was  confirmed  by 
President  Edgar  R.  Yarn. 

Gerald  Heyne,  son  of  Henry  and  Lillian  Heyne, 
was  baptized  December  17,  1950,  in  Mow- 
bray, Cape  District,  by  Elder  Robert  P. 
Thorn,  and  was  confirmed  by  President 
Thomas  Wilson. 

MARRIAGES 

Susan     Johanna     Smith     and     Joseph     Xavier 

Brabant  were  married   August   12,   1950,   in 

Durban. 
Molly     Alice     Fagan    and    Harold    Codringhan 

Mark    Seager    were    married    on    November 

18,  1950,  in  Durban. 


arrived   aboard  the  "Edinburgh  Castle"  on  December  21,  1950: 
Home  Assigned  to: 

Rigby,  Idaho  Rosebank,  Tvl. 

Picture  Butte,  Alta.,  Canada  East  London,  C.P. 

Cardston,  Alta.,  Canada  East  London,  C.P. 

Salt  Lake  City,  Utah  Kalk  Bay,  C.P. 


(Continued  from  page  4.) 

The  Mission  Presidency  extend  their  very  best  wishes  to  all  the  missionaries, 
members  and  friends  for  a  happy  New  Year,  and  want  them  to  know  that  we 
ever  pray  for  their  well-being  and  safe  keeping.  We  thank  most  smcerely  of  all, 
those  faithful  workers  throughout  the  Mission  for  their  steadfastness  and  whole- 
hearted co-operation  in  face  of  obstacles. 

We  deeply  appreciate  your  friendship  and  are  very  grateful  for  our  many 
blessings  of  love  and  companionship  in  this  mission.  May  the  New  Year  be 
kind  to  you  all  is  our  prayer  and  sincere  wish.  ^^^oorrMM   oo-QinT^Mrv 

God  bless  you  today  and  always.  MISSION  PRi^SIDENCY. 


January,  1951. 
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District  Higniicints  .  .  . 


CAPE   DISTRICT 

District    President:    Alvin    F.    Park,    "St. 

George   Villa,"   Forest   Road,   Rondebosch, 

C.P. 

MOWBRAY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Daniel  A.  Cherrett,  14, 
Serpentine,  Pinelands,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Beatrice  Smith 

It  was  good  to  meet  all  the  delegates 
from  the  various  branches  at  the  Leader- 
ship Convention  ,and  we  hope  that  they 
enjoyed  their  stay  here. 

We  were  indeed  glad  to  welcome 
Brother  Hans  Rhode  to  this  country,  and 
to  have  him  join  with  us  in  our  acts  of 
worship. 

The  floral  arrangements  in  the  Chapel 
were  very  beautiful,  and  we  owe  a  lot  to 
Sister  Irene  Newton,  who  puts  in  so  much 
of  her  time  arranging  the  blossoms  each 
week. 

Brother  Stephen  Vigas  has  been  in 
the  hospital  this  month.  Sister  Beta 
Petersen  has  had  a  bad  attack  of  in- 
fluenza. It  is  good  to  see  Sister  Lillian 
Heyne  about  after  her  operation.  We  are 
glad  to  report  that  both  Elder  Hamberlin 
and  Jerry  Wright  were  back  at  "Cumorah" 
for  Christmas. 

Patrol  leader  George  Bibb,  of  the 
'•'Cumorah"  Boy  Scouts,  received  the 
Troop's  colours  from  President  Wright  at 
evening  service  on  the  3rd. 

A  very  enjoyable  "supper-box  party" 
was  held  by  the  M.I.A.  on  the  5th.  After 
a  strenuous  game  of  volley-ball  the  gaily 
decorated  boxes  were  put  up  to  auction. 

We  are  delighted  to  have  Brother  and 
Sister  Yarn  and  Richard  back  with  us. 
It  gave  us  great  joy  to  hear  from  them  on 
the  evening  of  the  10th  of  December. 

Rain  washed  out  the  picnic  that  was  to 
have  been  held  on  Dingaan's  Day. 

The  M.I.A.  held  their  Christmas  Party 
at  "Cumorah"  on  the  19th  of  December. 
The  evening  was  spent  in  carol  singing 
and  playing  games.  The  arrival  of  Father 
Christmas  was  hailed  with  delight  and  the 
presents  were  opened  amid  many  happy 
laughs. 


At  our  Sacrament  Service  on  the  18th. 
Brother  Sam  Rayner  and  Elder  Jones 
were  the  speakers. 

During  the  month  we  have  enjoyed  the 
visits  of  many  of  our  members  from  dis- 
tant parts  of  Southern  Africa.  Among 
them  are  Brother  and  Sister  Spear  and  son 
from  N'dola,  Brother  and  Sister  Fraser 
from  Pretoria,  and  Brother  and  Sister 
DoUer  and  their  two  lads  from  Naauw- 
poort.  and  Doctor  Clark  from  Johannes- 
burg. 

The  annual  Christmas  Tree  Party  was 
held  on  the  21st.  Brother  Rayner  got 
them  to  sing  and  act  some  of  the  old  songs. 
Sister  Beatrice  Smith  told  a  Christmas 
story.  Mrs.  Jean  McPherson  danced  some 
of  the  old  Scottish  dances  to  her  husband's 
piping.  The  great  moment  came  when 
Santa  Claus  was  piped  into  the  hall  by 
Brother  Bobby  Smith.  There  were  gifts 
for  all  the  children,  followed  by  a  feast  of 
candy  and  ice-cream. 

A  special  programme  was  put  over  at 
Sunday  School  on  the  24th.  We  have  to 
thank  Laverne  Park  and  Theo  Rayner  for 
their  piano  solos,  Deirdre  van  Oordt  and 
Rene  Hubert  for  their  readings,  Sister 
Yarn  for  her  beautiful  rendition  of  "The 
Holy  City",  Brother  Sam  Rayner  for  an 
organ  solo  and  Brother  Bernie  Rayner  and 
Sister  Smith  for  their  talks. 

Service  on  that  evening  was  cut  rather 
short,  to  allow  for  carol  singing  on  a 
■'grand  scale"  afterwards.  Elder  Gardner 
gave  a  fine  Christmas  talk. 

We  trust  that  our  members  in  the  other 
parts  of  the  Union  will  continue  to  have 
blessings  poured  out  upon  them  in  the  New 
Year. 

BELLVILLE  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Nicholas  Goosen,  Zerin, 

Mayville  St.,  Kingston  Estate.  Bellville. 

C.P. 

Reported  by  Dorathea  Storey. 

The  Branch  Primary  closing  party  was 
on  the  30th  of  November,  and  concluded  a 
good  season  of  activity.  They  have  had 
good  attendances  and  their  numbers  have 
increased. 
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Brother  and  Sister  Goosen  attended  Con- 
vention as  representatives  of  the  Branch, 
and  the  rest  of  the  Branch  attended  Sunday 
meetings.  The  Goosens  and  Storeys  also 
attended  the  Banquet  held  at  "Cumorah." 

The  Branch  accepted  the  invitation  to  the 
Christmas  Tree  at  the  Mowbray  Branch 
and  wish  to  thank  them  for  it. 

Eerste  River  and  Bellville  united  to  have 
a  Christmas  Tree  for  the  children  held  at 
the  home  of  Brother  and  Sister  Halse.  We 
wish  to  thank  Brother  Halse  for  providing 
the  transportation. 

The  Branch  extends  their  best  wishes  and 
greetings  to  all  members  in  the  Union  and 
the  Rhodesias  for  the  coming  year. 

President  and  Sister  Wright  and  Presi- 
dent and  Sister  Yarn,  and  Brother  and 
Sister  Eraser  from  Pretoria  visited  the 
Branch  on  the  17th  of  December. 

BLOEMFONTEIN  DISTRICT  AND 
BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  Floyd  L.  Leavitt, 
23  Parfitt  Ave.,  Bloemfontein,  O.F.S. 

Reported  by  Inez  Spear 

We  were  very  happy  to  be  able  to  send 
four  delegates  to  Conference,  although  this 
meant  that  nearly  all  the  male  members  of 
the  Branch  were  away.  It  was  worth  it, 
however,  as  they  returned  filled  with  new 
ideas  and  energy.  Our  sincere  thanks  go 
to  Mrs.  Scott  who  accommodated  the  dele- 
gates throughout  their  stay. 

Sister  Greenburg  from  Ladybrand  spent 
two  weeks  here.  Brother  C.  B.  Spear  from 
Parys  stayed  here  a  week  and  Brother 
Hans  Rhode  from  Denmark  was  here  for  a 
few  days.  Elders  Toomey  and  Wursten 
stopped  here  before  proceeding  to  Kroon- 
stad. 

On  Saturday,  the  16th  of  December,  the 
Relief  Society  arranged  a  Christmas  party 
for  the  Sunday  School.  What  great  excite- 
ment there  was  among  the  small  fry  when 
Santa  Claus  appeared  on  the  scene.  After 
the  distribution  of  presents  and  a  feast  of 
Christmas  fare,  members  were  entertained 
by  "Ben  Pickle  and  Gertie  Snoozle"  of  Con- 
vention fame  and  by  "Little  Nell,"  pre- 
sented by  Elder  Leavitt. 

Altogether  it  was  a  very  successful  party 
and  it  was  thoroughly  enjoyed  by  young 
and  old. 


NATAL   DISTRICT   AND   DURBAN 
BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  M.  M.  Merrill,  IS62 
Ridge  Road,  Durban,  Natal 

Reported  by  Joyce  Wahlbum 

On  the  return  of  our  delegates,  Brother 
Smith  and  Brother  Jakins,  they  each  gave 
us  a  very  fine  talk  on  what  they  had  seen 
and  learned  that  would  be  of  benefit  to  us. 

On  the  1st  of  December  the  Branch  was 
afforded  a  good  evening's  entertainment, 
the  Mutual  put  on  a  play  and  a  short 
sketch  held  in  honour  of  Sister  Helen 
Gordon's  departure.  Eller  Wursten's  trans- 
fer, and  the  birthday  of  Sister  Lavinia 
Bosse  and  Richard  Yarn. 

We  had  two  visitors  last  month.  Brother 
Hans  Rhode  of  Denmark,  and  Brother 
Brummer  of  Pretoria,  who  is  at  present 
with  the  S.A.N. F.  here  in  Durban. 

It  certainly  is  nice  to  have  Jennifer  and 
Robert  Burdon  with  us  again,  now  that 
they  have  recovered  from  Scarlet  Fever. 
We  hope  that  the  members  of  Brother 
Smith's  family  who  have  the  mumps  will 
soon  be  well  again. 

The  Children's  Annual  Christmas  Party, 
held  on  the  16th  of  December,  was  a  great 
success.  The  Clown  (Bro.  Jakins)  had 
them  in  fits  of  laughter,  and  then  Father 
Christmas  arrived  to  help  them  search  for 
their  presents  in  the  Treasure  Hunt. 

The  adult  members  of  the  Branch  wer(^ 
invited  to  a  big  party  given  by  the 
Christine  Fisher  Studio  of  Dancing.  A 
fine  talk  by  Elder  Merrill  and  two  Christ- 
mas Carols  rendered  by  the  Girl's  Chorus 
formed  part  of  their  programme,  and  were 
very  well  received. 

The  Carol  singing  at  the  hospital  on 
Christmas  Eve  was  especially  appreciated 
by  Sister  Hancock,  Sen.,  who  is  a  patient 
there. 

SALISBURY  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  G.  L.  Albright,  8 

Cumberland  Road.  Jameson  Ext.,  Salisbury, 

Southern  Rhodesia. 

Reported  by  Hugh  Hodgkiss 

Two  faithful  and  diligent  members  are 
leaving  us  to  achieve  their  life-long  ambi- 
tion to  go  to  Zion.  The  best  wishes  of  the 
Salisbury  Bra-nch,  and  I  am  sure  of  all  the 
South  African  Branches,  go  with  Don  and 
Stella  Crane  and  their  young  son  who  sail 
for  Canada  next  month.  May  God's  protec- 
tion be  with  them  on  all  the  paths  they 
tread. 


January,  1951. 

The  Bulawayo  Elders  were  in  attendance 
at  the  Sunday  School  meeting  on  the  17th. 
We  wouldn't  say  the  singing  of  the  twenty 
gathered  there  would  have  raised  the  roof, 
but  we  sure  made  it  shake  a  little  with  a 
Christmas  Carol  meeting  at  the  end  of 
Sunday  School.  It  was  good  to  have  them 
visit  us,  and  their  help  with  the  "Town 
Meeting"  was  much  appreciated. 

There  is  not  a  branch,  as  yet,  in  Bula- 
wayo, so  it  was  a  welcome  change  for  the 
four  Elders  labouring  there  to  once  more 
take  part  in  a  branch  meeting  with  mem- 
bers of  the  Church. 

PORT   ELIZABETH    DISTRICT    AND 
BRANCH 

Branch  President:  Elder  H.  David  Nelson, 
26  Westbourne  Road,  Port  Elizabeth,  C.P. 

Reported  by  Theresa  Trollip 

On  the  9th  the  Sunday  School  held  their 
Christmas  party  at  Humewood.  The  fairy 
lights  were  on  which  made  it  very  pleas- 
ant. There  were  races  held  at  the  beach 
which  were  enjoyed  by  all.  Christmas 
Carols  were  sung  and  after  refreshments 
were  served  the  children  received  their 
presents. 

On  Sunday  the  10th  Brothers  Doller  and 
McHugh  and  Elder  Nelson  gave  wonder- 
ful reports  of  the  conference  which  was 
held  at  Mowbray. 

The  young  people  took  charge  of  the  ser- 
vice on  Sunday  the  17th.  The  speakers 
were  Sister  Olive  and  Mavis  Scheckle, 
Pearl,  Sylvia  and  Patricia  Trollip.  They 
also  favoured  us  with  the  hymn,  "In  The 
Garden,"  which  was  really  lovely. 

The  Elders  and  members  of  the  Port 
Elizabeth  Branch  wish  a  bright  and  pros- 
perous New  Year  for  all. 

TRANSVAAL  DISTRICT 

District   President:   Norman  G.   Muir,    119 

Kitchener  Ave.,  Bez  Valley,  Johannesburg, 

Tvl. 

RAMAH  BRANCH 

Branch     President:      Francis     Donly,     94 

Somerset  Road,  Kensington.  Johannesburg, 

Tvl. 

Reported  by  Mary  Millan  Stark 

The  Branch  Christmas  party  was  held 
at  Ramah  on  December  22  and  was  a  gay 
aflfair.  Brother  Hans  Rhode,  a  member  of 
the  Church  from  Denmark,  who  is  visiting 
in  South  Africa  at  the  present  time,  was 
the  Santa  Claus  and  passed  out  the  pre- 
sents to  the  younger  children. 
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In  order  to  provide  everyone  with  a 
hymn  book  at  meetings,  the  Ramah 
Branch  Presidency  presented  a  grand  con- 
cert in  the  Ker/iington  Hall  in  November, 
when  Brother  Ted  Tewson  cleverly  took 
the  part  of  Master  of  Ceremonies  and 
Compere.  The  standard  of  entertainment 
was  high  and  the  Branch  Presidency  is 
very  appreciative  of  the  efforts  made  by 
everyone  who  took  part. 

It  is  good  to  see  Brother  H.  Hubert  with 
us  again  after  his  spell  in  the  hospital.  He 
says  he  is  feeling  rejuvenated  now  and  is 
good  for  another  fifty  years.  Brother  Ken 
Sutherland  is  improving  and  we  wish  him 
the  best.  Mrs.  H.  Millan  is  recovering 
quickly  and  is  now  at  home. 

Our  best  wishes  go  to  Sister  Pamela 
Wanda  who  has  written  her  B.Com.  finals 
at  the  Witwatersrand  University  and  is 
now  on  a  Student's  Organized  tour  of 
Britain  and  Europe. 

The  Mutual  organization  has  been  active 
in  providing  recreational  and  educational 
activities  for  the  members  of  the  Branch. 

The  Primary  gave  its  members  a  grand 
Christmas  party  to  mark  the  close  of  a 
very  successful  year  at  which  the  children 
received  presents  and  consumed  goodies 
until  they  reached  the  saturation  point. 

We  were  very  happy  to  have  Brother 
Gilberson  from  Rhodesia  in  our  midst  for 
a  visit  and  trust  that  his  business  may 
bring  him  back  soon. 

The  caroling  on  Christmas  Eve  was  a 
decided  success  and  was  much  enjoyed. 

In  order  to  give  the  Sunday  School 
members  a  really  good  Christmas  Tree,  the 
Sunday  School  officers  organized  a  bumper 
concert  in  the  Church  Hall.  With  our  ver- 
satile Tex  Smith  as  Compere  and  Sister 
Signe  Smith  and  Elder  Reynolds  as 
songsters,  and  a  chorus  of  jolly  singers  a 
most  enjoyable  evening's  entertainment 
was  accorded  the  audience.  Special  thanks 
go  to  Sisters  Jean  Sutherland  and  Signe 
Smith  for  their  organizing  efforts  before- 
hand. 

NORTH-WESTERN  BRANCH 

Branch    President    Wm.    H.    Brummer.    37 

Alberts  Rd..  Newlands,  Johannesburg.  Tvl. 

Reported  by  Janetta  E.  S.  Brummer 

Brother  Johnnie  Brummer.  the  represen- 
tative of  the  North-Western  Branch  Presi- 
dency, has  arrived  back  in  Johannesburg 
after  a  very  educational  and  enjoyable 
time  at  the  Convention  at  "Cumorah."  He 
also  spent  an  extra  two  weeks  vacation  in 
Cape  Town. 
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Brother  Johnnie  Folkschenk  gave  us  a 
pleasant  surprise  in  coming  back  to  this 
branch  again  for  good.  He  arrived  from 
Springs  on  the  3rd  of  December  and. we  are 
glad  to  welcome  him  back. 

Brother  Andries  Mans  spent  about  ten 
days  in  the  hospital.  He  underwent  an 
operation  for  a  rupture  and  is  now  better 
and  about  again. 

Willie  H.  Brummer  has  also  been  in  and 
out  of  bed  for  the  last  month  as  his  heart 
is  giving  him  some  trouble.  The  doctor 
says  he  is  overworked  and  needs  a  good 
rest. 

Brother  Wally  and  Sister  Eileen  van 
Staden  left  on  the  15th  for  a  vacation  near 
Parys  on  the  Vaal  River.  Brother  and 
Sister  Alfred  McKnight  also  left  for  the 
same  spot  on  Friday  the  22nd  for  a  short 
vacation. 

Our  best  wishes  for  a  prosperous  New 
Year  go  to  all  our  Brothers  and  Sisters  and 
friends. 

PRETORIA  BRANCH 

Branch    President:    Elder    Garth    V.    Hall, 

233  Cross  St.,  Muckleneuk,  Pretoria,  Tvl. 

Reported  by  Winifred  M.  Cooksley 

The  Branch  President  and  all  the  mem- 
bers take  this  opportunity  to  extend  best 
wishes  for  happiness  and  prosperity  in  the 
New  Year  to  the  members  and  friends  in 
the  South  African  Mission. 

We  were  very  pleased  to  hear  from  our 
Branch  President  that  the  Conference  was 
such  a  grand  success. 

The  Sunday  School  Christmas  Tree  was 
held  on  the  23rd  at  the  home  of  Brother 
and  Sister  Cowdrey. 

It  was  grand  to  see  the  Ganter  family 
again.  Brother  Ganter's  step-father  is  in 
a  Pretoria  nursing  home,  so  after  visiting 
hours  they  stay  for  the  evening  service.  We 
all  enjoyed  Brother  Ganter's  talk  on  the 
10th, 

Sister  Smith  has  been  ill  in  the  hospital 
in  Pretoria,  and  we  wish  her  a  speedy 
recovery. 

VEREENIGING  BRANCH 

Branch    President:     J.     P.     Brummer.    49 

Heidelberg  Road,  Peacehaven,  Vereeniging, 

Tvl. 

Reported  by  R.  C.  Brummer 

After  a  busy  week  at  Convention,  our 
Branch  President  is  with  us  again.  Wel- 
come back  home  Brother  Hansie. 

On  the  10th  we  again  had  the  honour  of 
associating       with       District       President 


Norman  G.  Muir  and  his  very  good  wife. 
Their  daughter  and  son-in-law,  Brother 
and  Sister  Sharp,  were  also  welcome  visi- 
tors. 

Our  social  events  for  the  month  con- 
sisted of  a  Games  Evening  on  the  9th  and 
Vereeniging's  first  Christmas  Tree  Party 
on  the  23rd.  Both  of  these  functions  were 
well  attended  and  proved  a  roaring 
success. 

SPRINGS  BRANCH 

Branch  President:  I.  C.  Louw,  P.O.  Box  1, 

Daggafontein,  Transvaal. 

Reported  by  Mavis  Louw 

Our  Branch  President,  who  represented 
this  branch  at  the  Mission  Leadership  Con- 
vention at  Cumorah,  returned  full  of 
enthusiasm  and  had  nothing  but  praise  for 
the  way  the  Convention  was  organized  by 
the  Mission  Authorities.  Brother  Louw 
wishes  to  express  his  gratitude  to  all  those 
who  were  so  kind  and  made  his  visit  so 
enjoyable. 

Brother  and  Sister  Atkins  and  Niel  left 
for  their  annual  vacation  the  third  of 
December  accompanied  by  Elder  Norman 
Stockton  to  Durban  and  then  on  to 
Imkomaas  where  they  will  seek  their  well- 
earned  rest. 

The  Sunday  School  is  to  be  congratu- 
lated on  their  successful  morning  market 
held  in  aid  of  the  Sunday  School  picnic.  A 
very  useful  amount  of  money  was  raised. 
Everybody  was  full  of  praise  for  the  way 
Brother  Tommy  Jubber  with  the  able 
assistance  of  Sister  Gert  Stemmet  and 
Sister  Maggie  Futter  ran  the  whole  affair. 

Our  Primary  Mother,  Sister  Armstrong, 
with  her  husband  and  children  have  left 
for  East  London  to  spend  a  holiday  with 
Mr.  Armstrong's  parents. 

Brian  (Poncho),  son  of  Brother  and  Sister 
Louw,  had  a  nasty  fall,  sustaining  a  cut 
over  his  eye,  which  had  to  be  stitched. 

We  are  sorry  to  report  that  Mrs.  Salome 
Campbell  is  still  having  a  lot  of  pain  and 
had  to  re-enter  a  nursing  home  again  for 
more  x-rays  to  be  taken.  We  hope  and 
pray  that  her  treatment  will  be  successful 
and  that  she  will  soon  fully  recover. 

May  the  Lord  bless  all  the  members 
throughout  the  world  w^ith  greater  desires 
to  obey  His  teachings  in  1951. 


Occasionally  a  woman  has  the  illusion 
that  she  is  caught  up  with  the  housework 
then  someone  comes  in  the  door  and  says, 
"I'm  hungry." 
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